
Forest Hills Presbyterian Church

OUR VISION: To identify and claim our God-given gifts and use them to: Reach the world with Christ’s good 
news; Equip each other as disciples; Respond, “Here I am,” when the Spirit calls.

The  
May View 

Between Easter and Pentecost 
“…It will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh…” Acts 2:17 

Dear Friends, 
With Easter at our backs and Pentecost in our future we should be an eager, active, adventuresome bunch of 

followers of Christ. The facts are that even the first followers were timid, scared, and locked-up after Jesus’ crucifixion.  
Some think they were just waiting for the Holy Spirit to be poured out before doing anything.  They were overpowered 
with fear.   

According to Acts, following Jesus’ ascension the disciples chose not to go out proclaiming the resurrected 
Christ but instead huddled amongst themselves. There they prayed and turned their attention to caring for institutional 
matters, like replacing the vacancy left by Judas. The behavior was internal and reactionary rather than innovative and 
externally focused.   

Too much of church life can be like this first church, where the strains and stresses of maintaining what has 
been overpowers our witnessing to the activity of God through Jesus that ignited the church’s faith in the first place. 

Coming before this congregation is the opportunity to move forward in faith. We will soon be electing new 
Elders and for the first time in thirty years, Deacons. Also, plans for the labyrinth behind the church are soon to be 
turned into active construction. To the delight of our community building users, the old kitchen in the education 
building will be remodeled and there will be new flooring in the Community Hall and the hallway of the building. In 
addition to these physical projects, we are moving forward through the process of calling our Designated Co-Pastor.  
This will be a big step of faith into expanded ministry in and around our church. 

To move from cross to Pentecost takes grit. It takes gumption and perseverance to keep focused on the vision.  
From the founding of this church the bold vision has been to serve Christ in this community, for the benefit of the 
people of this community regardless of circumstance. This vision leads us to ministries that come alongside those who 
are hungry, homeless, sick and troubled.  None of this ministry is accomplished out of fear. Thankfully, God’s people 
are not overpowered with fears of “not enough” or “we can’t.” 

Your Session continues to ask the question: “What is the church called to be and to do?”  And the Session, 
along with you and I, faithfully listen to the Holy Spirit’s leading and make decisions, knowing full well we will not 
always be making the right ones. No biblical saint was without fear when God called. What we see is their stepping 
forward to follow God’s lead, knowing that moving forward into faithful action results in blessings from God for the 
purpose of sharing God’s love with the whole world. What follows our decisions will be a witness to what the power of 
the Holy Spirit can accomplish through our very human resources. 

This Holy Spirit has power to accomplish more than what we can even dream. This Holy Spirit is frighteningly 
uncontrollable and amazingly invigorating. The work of this Holy Spirit leaves us challenged to take risks and commit 
to actions, which seem ridiculous to the outside world (and sometimes to us!). The work of this Holy Spirit binds us 
tightly and completely to Christ. This Holy Spirit enables us to witness to the grace we have received. 

“For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption.”  
Romans 8:15 

    
Grace and Peace,   
Joe Blankinship 



OCAW - We’ve collected 7014 food items as of the 
publication of this View! 

Fellowship Cookout - The Fellowship Cookout 

originally scheduled for May 7 has been moved to 
Sunday, June 4 along with the Pentecost celebration. 

The cost will be $5. 

Brown Bag Book Club - The Brown Bag Book Club 

will next meet on May 16th and discuss the book Loving 

Frank by Nancy Horan. In June we will read The 
Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd (Meeting date 

June 20th). July’s book is The Women in the Castle by 
Jessica Shattuck (July 18th). For August we will read The 

Whole Town is Talking by Fannie Flagg (August 15th). 

Bring your lunch and join us to discuss the month’s 
book in a relaxed, informal setting. Contact Krissa 

Schaaf for questions. 

DCPNC Update - The DCPNC has started interviewing 

candidates and we are very excited about what we’re 

hearing.   Some remarkable people want to join us at 
Forest Hills!   Please continue to support us with your 

prayers. 

Baby Shower - After worship on Sunday, May 21, we’ll 

gather in the fellowship hall for a baby shower in honor of 

Hannah and Chris Speaks.  They are expecting baby 
Speaks on July 26 and are registered at Target and Babies 

R Us. 

Prayer Quilts - While Carole Richie is away for the month 

of May, the Prayers & Squares contact will be Linda 

Greene. If you are in need of a prayer quilt, contact Linda 
or the church office for more information. 

reminders Adult Christian Formation 
Opportunities 

DreamThinkBeDo: Take a journey 
through ways Christianity has 
been expressed and explore 
“what is next.” Meet in the library/
Session room. Led by Nancy Berry 
and Erica Davis. 

“Discipleship: The Journey of 
Formation” will continue through 
the exploration of the previous 
week’s sermon and how it 
intersects with real life and the 
practice of faith. Room 6.  

Hot Topics: Monthly on the 
second Sunday all adult classes 
will meet in the fellowship hall and 
learn about a current event/hot 
topic/topic of interest. 

Youth: Youth will meet for active 
service learning twice a month 
and for Bible study twice a month.  
Elementary children (K-5): Kids will 
explore the Bible stories and 
practices of our faith while they 
are building discipleship skills like 
studying the Bible, learning to 
pray and serve, and developing 
Christian relationships. 

Preschool Children: Our youngest 
explore Bible stories with loving 
caregivers and fun activities. Miss 
Gay and Miss Gina are their 
primary teachers.



To Guide Our Prayers 
For those who are homebound or in nursing care:        

• Bobbye & Marvin Jones  
• Harriett Ray 

  

For Our Community 
• Those who are homeless and hungry, bound by addiction or abuse - particularly those involved in 

ministries we support: Leslie’s House, Caring Services, Open Door Ministries, West End Ministries, 
Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, Presbyterian Counseling Center, among many 
others.   

• Those in need of a job or having financial struggles. 
• Caregivers and those who require care. 

For God’s Church called to service through FHPC 
• Our children, youth, college and seminary students. 
• For those God has called to this congregation and those God is calling. 
• Our congregation - that we are actively listening for Christ’s call and responding in trust. 
• Our Pastor, elders, staff and others who nurture our congregation, equipping them for discipleship. 

For Our Country and God’s World 
• Our servicemen and women around the globe where people long for peace, food and safety. 
• The missionaries we support: Amanda Craft in Guatemala (blog http://

amandacraft.wordpress.com/) and Mark Adams and Miriam Maldonado Escobar in Mexico. 
• Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness even in the face of danger. 
• For our President and government, that God will be active in their decision-making.
At Forest Hills, we firmly believe in the power of prayer.  We support that belief with a phone/email prayer 
chain.  If you would like to be a part of the prayer chain, contact Carole Richie at 307-0556. If you are active on 
Facebook and would like to be part of the FB prayer chain, search it and make a request to join. 
Every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. members of our congregation come together for group prayer. Everyone is 
welcome! 
To include or remove your prayer request or joyful noise, call the office at 883-4239 or email 
foresthills@northstate.net. Prayer requests may also be submitted on our website, www.ForestHillsPres.com.   
If you would like to request a prayer quilt for someone, please contact Carole Richie at 307-0556.

✦ Ann Johnson 
✦ Marge Meurs 
✦ Rev. Barney Hawkins, brother-in-law of Brenda 

Drewry 
✦ Mary Garber, mother of Ken Garber 
✦ Bobbye & Marvin Jones 
✦ Snyder Family, friends of the Drewrys 
✦ Mike Kuck, brother-in-law of Sheila McKenna 
✦ Hazel DuRant, aunt of Cindy Salter 
✦ Mike Shillinglaw, friend of Bruce Thomas 
✦ Randy Scoggins, friend of McKenna family 
✦ Mike Waltman, cousin of Krissa Schaaf 
✦ Donna Askins, sister of Brenda Drewry 
✦ David Dowdy, brother-in-law of Don Boone 
✦ Wayne Caddick, family friend of the Simmons & 

McGees 
✦ Mac & Kathy Fairly, brother & sister-in-law of Cindy 

Salter 
✦ Gretchen Braswell 
✦ Charlene Berube and Pat McKenzie 
✦ Cathy Butte  
✦ Harriett Ray 
✦ Monie & Rod Plueger 
✦ Mission Co-workers Amanda Craft & Omar Chan 

Giron 
✦ Mission Co-workers Mark Adams & Miriam Escobar 
✦ Bo & Marion Stephenson 
✦ Dan Winzeler 
✦ Marilyn Blankinship 

✦ Bob & Betty Smith 
✦ Jamee Matthews, sister of Krissa Schaaf 
✦ Bucky Draughan, brother-in-law of Rudy Frazier 
✦ Mike Lambros 
✦ Lisa Draughn, daughter-in-law of Claude Draughn 
✦ Edith Drucks, mother-in-law of Lee and Carole 

Richie’s daughter, Minda 
✦ Mary Stuart, aunt of Krissa Schaaf 
✦ Teresa Mackey, friend of Linda Greene and Sandy 

Tew 
✦ Groome Fulton  
✦ Ralph Logan 
✦ Marty Long, cousin of Betsy Garber  
✦ Maggie Hager, sister of Marion Stephenson 
✦ Pam Stallings and family 
✦ Dan Carter 
✦ Jennifer Vandemeer 
✦ Vincent Davis, brother of Erica Davis 
✦ Shaun Link, friend of Lisa McClamrock 
✦ Judy Ingram, friend of Cathy Tate 
✦ Norma Stewart, friend of Cathy Tate and Liz 

Vernon 
✦ Joshua Gilbert, son of Jim and Linda Mason’s 

nephew 
✦ Jennifer Cox, stepsister of Jessica McClamrock  
✦ Minda Drucks, daughter of Lee and Carole Richie 



 

May 7 
Acolyte: Mason Williams 
Nursery Volunteers: Sydney Cotton  
Elders on Call: Linda Greene, Sandy Tew 
Hospitality Elder: Greg Hubble, Anne 
Smith 
Ushers: Sheila & Dale McKenna, Tom 
Blount, Mary McNeal 
Children’s Message: Gay Wyche 
Flowers: TBD 

May 14 
Acolyte: Carole Richie 
Nursery Volunteers: Lisa McClamrock 
Elders on Call: Linda Greene, Sandy Tew 
Hospitality Elder: Greg Hubble, Anne Smith 
Ushers: Gordon Stallings, Sheila Lefler, 
Jessica and Lisa McClamrock 
Children’s Message: Erica Davis 
Flowers: Mother’s Day - Session 

May 21 
Acolyte: Jackson Davis 
Nursery Volunteer: Sandy Tew 
Elders on Call: Linda Greene, Sandy Tew 
Ushers: Sandy Tew, David Elosser, Sheila & 
Dale McKenna 
Hospitality Elder: Greg Hubble, Anne Smith 
Children’s Message: Brenda Drewry 
Flowers: Anne & Gary Smith 
May 28 
Acolyte: Ryan Garber 
Nursery Volunteers: Ben Davis 
Elders on Call: Linda Greene, Sandy Tew 
Hospitality Elder: Greg Hubble, Anne Smith 
Ushers: Mary & Landie Hill 
Children’s Message: Cindy Salter 
Flowers: TBD 

service volunteers

thank you!

http://www.ForestHillsPres.com


Celebrations & Activities! 
If your birthday or anniversary is missing or listed incorrectly please contact the church office to have 
our database updated. 

Happy Birthday! 

David Drewry   May 4 
Jamie Blankinship  May 6 
Betsy Garber   May 8 
Tom Schaaf   May 8 
Sissie Burgess   May 11 
Molly Spangler  May 12 
Nelson Tagalk   May 13 
Anne Smith   May 20 
Allie Utley   May 31

Happy Anniversary! 

Mike & Peggy Hussey  May 8 
Mike & Thelma Spurgeon  May 15 
Beth & Carl Utley   May 24 
Mike & Cindy Salter   May 28

Every Week Activities 

Sundays @ 9:45 a.m. - Intergenerational Christian 
Formation Activities 
Sundays @ 11:00 a.m. - Worship 
Tuesdays @ 7:00 p.m. - Prayer Group 
Wednesdays @ 7:00 a.m.  - Men’s Prayer 

Per capita exists as a way for all Presbyterians to share costs that belong to the whole church and allows 
us to work with other churches to further the mission of Jesus Christ around the world. This year’s per 
capita has been set at $35.64 per confirmed member of this church body. If you have any questions 
pertaining to the concept of per capita, contact one of the elders or go to pcusa.org/percapita.

2017 Per Capita

From the Mailbox…

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers during my mom’s brief illness and death. Your 
cards, calls and Facebook messages were all very meaningful to me and helped me 

through a very sad time in my life. Thanks so much for your care and support.  

Love, Pam Stallings 

FHPC/Prayer Quilt Ministry, 

Thank you so much for the prayer quilt. I really appreciate the hands that made the quilt 
and tied the knots and all the prayers that have been sent my way. The surgery was 

successful. I will never forget all of you and will always cherish my quilt.  

Love and prayers, Beth & Family 



In Appreciation 

Throughout the year Forest Hills receives many donations in honorarium and in memory of loved ones. 

View Publication & Church Information 
We welcome your input to this newsletter! If you, your gathering or group have information 
or pictures you’d like published, simply email or call the church office prior to the deadlines 
posted on the church calendar. 
We encourage you to keep informed of the activities and events of Forest Hills by going to 
our online calendar at www.ForestHillsPres.com.  We are also on Facebook. 
You are welcome to stop by during the week, Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. If you 
are interested in more information about anything you read in this newsletter or about our 
church in general, please do not hesitate to contact us at 883-4239 or 
ForestHills@northstate.net. 

Contact Us 
Forest Hills Presbyterian Church 
836 West Lexington Avenue 
High Point, NC 27262 
Phone 336-883-4239   
foresthills@northstate.net  
Like us on Facebook!

Giving Funds 
Listed below are the available ways for memorial or honorarium giving at any time during 
the year.  If you feel led to give towards any of these funds please send your contribution 
along with a note advising of the designation and any dedication, honorarium or memorial.   
Counseling Assistance Courtyard Garden  Education     General Operations  
Helping Hands  Memorials  Mission Scholarship      Music 
Nursery Renovation  Pennies for Hunger Youth Mission & Retreat 

Online Giving Is Available  
It’s so simple! Go to our website, www.ForestHillsPres.com, scroll down to the “Give Now” 
button & click!  You’ll be directed to the donation form for Forest Hills.  From this form, select 
a fund to which to give, fill in your payment information, and submit. You will receive an email 
acknowledgement of your donation from the Presbyterian Mission Exchange. This service is 
free to you. The church pays a nominal fee for the service which goes towards the 
denomination - so it’s win-win! If you have any questions direct the to the Financial 
Management Gathering. 

Pennies for Hunger 
Gay Wyche 

Columbarium Fund 
Dr. Mary Sansing & Family  

In memory of Dorothy Sansing

Youth, Mission and Retreat Fund 
John & Gloria Causey 

(In memory of Dorothy Sansing) 

Courtyard/Garden Fund 
Groome & Anne Fulton 

In memory of Rudy Frazier and 
in memory of Dorothy Sansing
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