
Forest Hills Presbyterian Church

OUR VISION: To identify and claim our God-given gifts and use them to: Reach the  world with Christ’s 
good news; Equip each other as disciples; Respond, “Here I am,” when the Spirit calls.

The  
December 
 View 

We Wait   

“There will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars.”  Luke 21:25a 
Dear Friends, 
The peculiar nature of Advent is that we stand in one place and yet we have taken a step into 
the next place. Like the recent Mars lander—it rests on the surface of Mars after a six-month 
journey and yet its mission is not yet finished. It is to drill down six feet into the stuff of Mars, a 
place where no one has gone before. What will it find? We can only wait. And whatever it finds, 
it will take at least eight minutes for the message from the lander to make its way at the speed 
of light to the receivers on Earth. More waiting! 
Advent is both a time and a practice. It is where we are now in time and space and it is a 
practice of preparing room for what is to come in fullness and in God’s good time. Stephanie 
Paulsell writes: “Advent trains us to keep our eyes on the horizon and let what we see in the 
distance shape how we respond to what we see up close.” 
The late Henri Nouwen used to observe that waiting, particularly in the culture of North 
America, is not a very popular activity. Most people consider waiting a waste of time, an "awful 
desert between where they are and where they want to be." But waiting is a major scriptural 
theme, and the lovely season of Advent, with its rich hymnody in a minor key, its candlelight in 
the darkening shadows of December, its color purple, is a time for us to slow down, to be quiet 
and to wait. 
Advent means the world is pregnant with the seeds of God's love, God's justice, God's peace, 
and God's ultimate victory over all that denies or destroys life.  
As you wait, preparing room for what is next, you might try keeping in your head and your 
heart this wonderful hymn.  

"Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
  And with fear and trembling stand; 
  Ponder nothing earthly minded,  

For with blessing in his hand, 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
Our full homage to demand.” 

Grace and peace, Rev. Joe Blankinship 



OCAW - We’ve collected 11,144 canned food items as of the 
publication of this View! 
Northwood Elementary Emergency Gift Card Program - Please 
contact Gay Wyche if you would like to contribute $25 toward the 
purchase of Walmart gift cards for the Northwood Elementary families 
in need around the holidays. In the past, Forest Hills has helped many 
children and their families cope with unexpected expenses, and this 
year, the Missions Gathering has agreed to match every $25 donation. 
According to Northwood School, our  kindness has helped many 
people, so let’s keep this mission going! Thanks in advance for 
supporting our neighbors and for supporting the mission of the 
church. The final day to donate is Sunday, December 9.  

Honor Cards - Send an Honor Card to a friend or family member this 
season honoring them with a gift to Open Door Ministries of High 
Point. Cards are a minimum donation of $5 each, and 100% of 
contributions support ODM’s outreach programs. Cards are available 
in the Commons. Please address checks to Open Door Ministries.  

Staff Gift - This holiday season, you may find yourself wanting to 
thank our staff with a monetary gift. Each year we collect a little 
something extra for our church staff. If you are so led, you can put your 
gift in the weekly offering plate or give it to the moderator of 
Personnel, Gordon Stallings. Please mark appropriately. Thank you for 
your consideration of our staff. 

Family Tree - With the arrival of the Advent season, you’ll soon begin 
to notice some changes around the church. The Family Tree, located 
just outside the church office, is a special Christmas tree decorated 
with ornaments provided by our members and their families. If you 
and your family would like to hang an ornament on the Family Tree, 
we invite you to take it by the church office at your convenience.  

Christmas Joy Offering - Whether providing financial assistance to 
current and former church workers and their families or enabling 
deserving students to attend Presbyterian-related racial ethnic 
colleges and schools, your generous gifts to the Christmas Joy 
Offering on Sunday, December 23, will bring Good News of Great Joy 
to the poor in circumstance or spirit. 

Pro-team Spam Drive Can-A-Week program for Caring Services  - 
Caring Services is in need of more protein in their pantry.   A little 
history - one of our members, JoAnn Urwick, started this very 
successful  program and FHPC, with your help, continues to be an 
important resource for stocking their food pantry.   Today we want to 
ask that you  join the  "Pro-team Spam Drive"  by bringing cans of 
Spam!   (and other meats). During November, December and January 
for the "Pro-team Spam Drive" we are asking that you consider one 
item per family member, an increase from one per household. Thank 
you for being conscious of this need during this holiday/winter season.

reminders
Fellowship Opportunities 

Brown Bag Book Club: The Brown 
Bag Book Club will not meet in 
December. Please stay tuned for 
our January book and meeting 
date! 

M e n ’s D - Te a m : T h e M e n ’s 
Discipleship Team regularly meets 
on Saturday mornings at 7:30 a.m. 
All men are welcome! 

Formation Opportunities 
D-Team: The Men’s Discipleship Team 
regularly meets on Saturday mornings 
at 7:30 a.m. All men are welcome! 

The Bible for Normal People: This 
adult class will be centered around 
podcasts by various Christ ian 
leaders/writers and will be led by 
Rev. Lindsey Altvater Clifton. 
Wired Word: A second adult class will 
meet in the library and use the Wired 
Word curriculum. Teachers are Erica 
Davis and Nancy Williams-Berry. 
Youth: Middle and high schoolers will 
use a video curriculum from Spark 
House that is both funny and 
thought-provoking. Teachers are 
Anne Smith and Greg Hubble. Joe 
a n d L i n d s e y w i l l t e a c h t h e 
confirmation class.  
Elementary: Grades K-5 will continue 
the WoRMS curriculum. Teachers will 
vary each week.  
Preschool Children: Our youngest 
explore Bible stories with Gina 
Gilchrist and Gay Wyche in the 
nursery.





Given By:  

Vivian Frazier                                                                                                    

Russ & Mary McNeal 

Peter & Pat Abernethy 

Jackie Templeton 

Nancy Williams-Berry 

Pam & Gordon Stallings 

Mary & Landie Hill 

John & Gloria Causey 

Sissie & Bill Burgess 

Dan Winzeler 

The Drewry Family 

Lynn & Karen Roach 

Joe & Jamie Blankinship 

VeeCee Harris 

Bo & Marion Stephenson 

Angela & Erica Davis 

Gay Wyche 

Ann & Groome Fulton 

Anna Marian & Dan Matteo, 
Richard & Jan Johnson 
& Family 

Cindy & Mike Salter 

Dedication: 

In loving memory of Rudy Frazier 

In memory of our parents 

In memory of Mary Grace Andrews  
and Gladys Davis 

In memory of John Templeton 

In memory of Jean & Bob Cole  
and Gaye Berry 

In memory of Earl & Leona Harrel,  
and Jim & Bonnie Stallings 

In memory of John Connor, Mary’s father 

In memory of Bill & Rayma Wrenn 
In honor of Joe & Jamie Blankinship 
In honor of Lindsey & Laura Clifton 
In honor of Mallory & C.J. Smith 

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Krueger 
and Mr. and Mrs. Charles Burgess 

In memory of Lu Winzeler 

In memory of Walter & Ruby Wofford 
In memory of Carol Drewry 

In memory of Marie Roach 
In memory of Mary & Harold Wingert 

To the glory of God 

In honor of Benjamin & Jackson Davis 
In honor of Erica and Angela Davis 

In loving memory of our family and friends 

In memory of our dads 

In memory of Donna Renee Scoppa 
In honor of Eva Renee Scoppa 

In memory of Bryan Fulton 
In honor of our grandchildren, Sarah, J.B., Mandy, 
Griffin, Emily and Tessa 

In memory of Mary Anna Johnson 
In honor of Dick Johnson 

In memory of Hazel DuRant

POINSETTIA DEDICATIONS 



To Guide Our Prayers 
For those who are homebound or in nursing care:        

• Bobbye Jones  
• Harriett Ray 

    

For Our Community 
• Those who are homeless and hungry, bound by addiction or abuse - particularly those involved in 

ministries we support: Leslie’s House, Caring Services, Open Door Ministries, West End Ministries, 
Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, Presbyterian Counseling Center, among many 
others.   

• Those in need of a job or having financial struggles. 
• Caregivers and those who require care. 

For God’s Church called to service through FHPC 
• Our children, youth, college and seminary students. 
• For those God has called to this congregation and those God is calling. 
• Our congregation - that we are actively listening for Christ’s call and responding in trust. 
• Our Pastor, elders, staff and others who nurture our congregation, equipping them for discipleship. 

For Our Country and God’s World 
• Our servicemen and women around the globe where people long for peace, food and safety. 
• The missionaries we support: Amanda Craft in Guatemala (blog http://

amandacraft.wordpress.com/) and Mark Adams and Miriam Maldonado Escobar in Mexico. 
• Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness even in the face of danger. 
• For our President and government, that God will be active in their decision-making.

At Forest Hills, we firmly believe in the power of prayer.  We support that belief with a phone/email prayer chain.  If you would like to 
be a part of the prayer chain, contact Carole Richie at 307-0556. If you are active on Facebook and would like to be part of the FB 
prayer chain, search it and make a request to join. 
Every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. members of our congregation come together for group prayer. Everyone is welcome! 
To include or remove your prayer request or joyful noise, call the office at 883-4239 or email foresthills@northstate.net. Prayer 
requests may also be submitted on our website, www.ForestHillsPres.com.   
If you would like to request a prayer quilt for someone, please contact Carole Richie at 307-0556.

✦ Marge Meurs 
✦ Mary Garber, mother of Ken Garber 
✦ Bobbye Jones 
✦ Mike Kuck, brother-in-law of Sheila McKenna 
✦ Randy Scoggins, friend of McKenna family 
✦ Mike Waltman, cousin of Krissa Schaaf 
✦ David Dowdy, brother-in-law of Don Boone 
✦ Wayne Caddick, family friend of the Simmons 

& McGees 
✦ Mac & Kathy Fairly, brother & sister-in-law of 

Cindy Salter 
✦ Gretchen Braswell 
✦ Cathy Tate  
✦ Harriett Ray 
✦ Monie & Rod Plueger 
✦ Mission Co-workers Amanda Craft & Omar 

Chan Giron 
✦ Mission Co-workers Mark Adams & Miriam 

Escobar 
✦ Bo & Marion Stephenson 
✦ Lisa Draughn, daughter-in-law of Claude 

Draughn 
✦ Groome & Ann Fulton  
✦ Marty Long, cousin of Betsy Garber  
✦ Maggie Hager, sister of Marion Stephenson 
✦ Dan Carter 

✦ Judy Ingram, friend of Cathy Butte 
✦ Norma Stewart, friend of Cathy Butte and Liz 

Vernon 
✦ Joshua Gilbert, son of Jim and Linda Mason’s 

nephew 
✦ Jenni fer Cox, s teps is ter o f Jess ica 

McClamrock  
✦ Dick Johnson 
✦ Katie Shuler, friend of Gay Wyche 
✦ John Causey 
✦ Lucille Vandemeer 
✦ Jo Judd, friend of Mich Krull 
✦ Pam Ingram 
✦ Leigh Anne Harrell Duncan, niece of Pam 

Stallings  
✦ Dan Winzeler’s daughter, Julie  
✦ Theria Wagner 
✦ Rae Logan 
✦ Jay Hubble, brother of Greg Hubble 
✦ Bobby and Ann Johnson 
✦ Gene Goldston, friend of Venda Whitney 
✦ Mark Griffey, friend of Bo & Marion 

Stephenson



service volunteers

                     From the mailbox…          

December 2 
Advent Candle Lighters: Linda Mason & Claire Utley  
Elders on Call: Gay Wyche & Lee Richie 
Hospitality Elder: Jim Mason 
Nursery: Stephanie Gumbas 
Ushers: Sissie & Bill Burgess, Mary & Landie Hill 
Children’s Message: Erica Davis 
Flowers: Poinsettias 
Chancel Guild: Advent Waterers 
Communion: Sandy Tew, Cindy Salter, Sheila Lefler, 
Sheila McKenna, Lynn Roach, Gary Smith 
December 9 
Advent Candle Lighters: JoAnne Urwick and Ben 
Davis 
Elders on Call: Gay Wyche & Lee Richie 
Nursery: Monie Plueger 
Hospitality Elder: Jim Mason 
Children’s Message: Brenda Drewry 
Ushers: Dale McKenna, Sheila Lefler, Linda & David 
Sasser 
Flowers: Poinsettias 

December 16 
Advent Candle Lighters: Lee Richie & Scarlett Hill 
Children’s Message: Ken Garber 
Elders on Call: Gay Wyche & Lee Richie 
Hospitality Elder: Jim Mason 
Ushers: Sandy Tew, Gordon Stallings, Martha & Charlie Christian 
Flowers: Poinsettias 
December 23 
Advent Candle Lighters: Bill Burgess & Amy Urwick 
Children’s Message: 
Elders on Call: Gay Wyche & Lee Richie 
Hospitality Elder: Jim Mason 
Ushers: Kathryn & Ron Aldridge, Brenda & David Drewry 
Flowers: Poinsettias 
December 30 
Advent Candle Lighters: Jackson Davis & Barb Gumbas 
Children’s Message: 
Elders on Call: Gay Wyche & Lee Richie 
Hospitality Elder: 
Ushers: Benjamin & Jackson Davis, Tom Blount, Mary McNeal 
Flowers: Poinsettias

Dear Forest Hills,

We are eternally grateful for the time and effort you all put 
into helping to build a ramp for our son, Ethan. We want to 
thank you from the bottom of our hearts and wish you all a 
blessed holiday season. 

-Brian and Ethan Shouldice
(Operation Inasmuch Recipients)



Celebrations & Activities! 
If your birthday or anniversary is missing or listed incorrectly please contact the church office to have 
our database updated. 

Happy Birthday! 

Gretchen Blankinship December 3 
Ruth Lenger  December 9 
Cindy Salter  December 17 
Wendi Patterson December 20 
Krissa Schaaf  December 21 
Cindy Thomas  December 21 
Dick Johnson  December 27 
Helen Anderson December 28 
Allysen Schaaf  December 28 
Shay Stallings  December 30 
Harriett Ray  December 31

Happy Anniversary! 

John & Gloria Causey December 5 
Ken & Betsy Garber December 16 
Groome & Ann Fulton December 21

Every Week Activities 
Sundays @ 9:45 a.m. - Intergenerational Christian Formation 
Activities 
Sundays @ 11:00 a.m. - Worship 
Tuesdays @ 7:00 p.m. - Prayer Group 
Wednesdays @ 7:00 a.m.  - Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

FROM THE MAILBOX

Per capita exists as a way for all Presbyterians to share costs that belong to the whole church and allows 
us to work with other churches to further the mission of Jesus Christ around the world. Be reminded that 
this year’s per capita is $35.57 per confirmed member. It is a wonderful time of the year to "pay it 
forward" in memory or honor of another person's ministry, or to pay for someone just for fun. If you have 
any questions pertaining to the concept of per capita, contact one of the elders or go to pcusa.org/
percapita.

2018 PER CAPITA

If  you’ve  been  by  the 
church  lately,  you  might 
have noticed a few Forest 
Hills  elves  working  on 
blankets  for  our  Mobile 
Meals recipients. 

Thanks  to  these 
wonderful  volunteers, 
more  than  100  blankets 
will be delivered alongside 
a  hot  mea l  to  these 
families  on  Christmas 
Day. 

Great work, everyone! 



View Publication & Church Information 
We welcome your input to this newsletter! If you, your gathering or group have information or pictures 
you’d like published, simply email or call the church office prior to the deadlines posted on the church 
calendar. 
We encourage you to keep informed of the activities and events of Forest Hills by going to our online 
calendar at www.ForestHillsPres.com.  We are also on Facebook. 
You are welcome to stop by during the week, Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. If you are interested 
in more information about anything you read in this newsletter or about our church in general, please do 
not hesitate to contact us at 883-4239 or ForestHills@northstate.net. 

Contact Us 
Forest Hills Presbyterian Church 
836 West Lexington Avenue 
High Point, NC 27262 
Phone 336-883-4239   
foresthills@northstate.net  
Like us on Facebook!

In Appreciation 

Throughout the year Forest Hills receives many donations in honorarium and in memory of loved ones.  

  Pennies for Hunger Fund   Music Fund 
Gay Wyche     Bill & Sissie Burgess - In memory of Jessie Greene 
      Lynn & Karen Roach - In memory of Jessie Greene 
Memorial Fund 
Vivian Frazier - In memory of Jessie Greene and Tee Childress 
David & Karen Perry - In memory of Jessie Greene 
Dan & Anna Matteo - In memory of Mary Anna Johnson and in honor of Dick Johnson  

  

Giving Funds        
Listed below are the available ways for memorial or honorarium giving at any time during the year.  If you 
feel led to give towards any of these funds please send your contribution along with a note advising of the 
designation and any dedication, honorarium or memorial.   
Counseling Assistance Courtyard Garden  Education     General Operations  
Helping Hands  Memorials  Mission Scholarship      Music Nursery Renovation 
Pennies for Hunger  Youth Mission & Retreat 
Online Giving Is Available  
It’s so simple! Go to our website, www.ForestHillsPres.com, scroll down to the “Give Now” button & click!  
You’ll be directed to the donation form for Forest Hills.  From this form, select a fund to which to give, fill in 
your payment information, and submit. You will receive an email acknowledgement of your donation from the 
Presbyterian Mission Exchange. This service is free to you. The church pays a nominal fee for the service which 
goes towards the denomination - so it’s win-win! If you have any questions direct them to the Financial 
Management Gathering. 
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