
Forest Hills Presbyterian Church

OUR VISION: To identify and claim our God-given gifts and use them to: Reach the world with Christ’s good 
news; Equip each other as disciples; Respond, “Here I am,” when the Spirit calls.

The  
August View 

Welcome Co-Pastors 

On August 6 the church again moves forward in faith as we take up the matter of 
electing Lindsey Clifton as one of our Co-Pastors. Subsequent to a successful election, I will 
become “the other” Co-Pastor. I have served this church for 16 years and I am as excited today 
as I was on day one to be serving with you and now with a partner like Lindsey.   

This new arrangement will bring new “energy, intelligence, imagination and love” to the 
ministry of Forest Hills.  Alongside the Ruling Elders and now the Deacons we have assembled 
a strong force of disciples willing to live the gospel in all parts of our lives and in the 
communities we serve.   

 We are looking forward to Lindsey starting on September 1. I will move my office to 
what was the DCE’s office and Lindsey will occupy my former office. I hope this will, in a small 
way, remind us that we are co-pastors.  (I’ll also get to weed out a bunch of junk that has been 
collecting in my office over the years.) 

 In the months ahead there will be lots of arrangements to work through between us as 
we match tasks with our particular strengths. Rest assured that you can call on either one of us 
on matters of faith, life and procedures (i.e. how does the copier work?). The two of us will 
keep each other informed on these matters so that we are on the same page. We will also 
keep confidential anything that you may ask us to. 

 I am confident that God’s leading of Lindsey to us will enrich our personal faith, connect 
us with the wider needs of our community, and bolster our outreach and mission. I am also 
confident that you will find her warm and engaging, smart and insightful, and faithful to God’s 
leading.  

On the following page you will find Lindsey’s Statement of Faith. I recommend you read it.  
I also recommend you be in prayer for Lindsey, for me, and for this church.  

Grace and Peace,  Rev. Joe Blankinship 



Statement of Faith 
I believe in the mystery of a triune God, one God in three persons—
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer; Maker, Word, and Wisdom; 
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, and Life-giver; God, Christ, and Spirit. 
I believe in God, the Creator, the divine maker of all, universe and 
humanity. Having been created in God’s image, humanity is beautifully interwoven with all creation and called 
to its stewardship and care. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, the fully human and fully divine incarnation of God. Out of God’s 
unending love, Christ was sent to walk upon the earth and minister among its peoples. In word and deed, 
Christ’s life proclaimed God’s call to justice, reconciliation, and compassion. Christ was crucified at the hands 
of the world’s powers and resurrected at the hand of God’s grace. Through Christ’s living, suffering, dying, 
and rising, we belong to God and are liberated from the powers of sin, those things which separate us from 
God and one another, and from the power of death for a new wholeness and fullness of life beyond time 
among the great cloud of witnesses. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Sustainer who enlivens us with the moving, breathing presence of God. 
Through the Spirit’s movement in our lives, we come to know comfort, wisdom, grace, and renewal. The Spirit 
inspires our worship, reveals God’s authoritative word in Scripture, and draws us into community through the 
waters of baptism and the bread and cup of the communion table—outwards signs of God’s inward grace. 
I believe in the church universal, the active body of Christ in the world. As one Christian community 
comprised of many with diverse gifts and convictions, the church is called to unity and reconciliation, serving 
humankind with love and compassion, especially those in need. With prophetic boldness and the hope of 
God’s beloved community on earth, the church is called to seek liberation for the oppressed, justice for the 
persecuted, and inclusion for the marginalized. 

Lindsey A. Clifton

A very big thank you to Molly Roach Spangler for designing the new 
paraments in the sanctuary. Here’s what she had to say about them:  

“These banners are meant to symbolize our relationship with God our creator. We 
are living breathing beings, therefore we are always moving and changing. Our 
relationship with God also moves and evolves as we grow over the span of our 
lives. The variegation of the colors within the cross represents this movement. 
The gold triangles are God, and the direction to which our lives should be 
oriented. The multiple shades of greens and blues are the moments in our lives 
that have deep meaning for us.  Whether they are joyful or sorrowful moments, 
they are powerful moments of our journey.  These are the transitions that the 
Spirit guides us through as we attempt to follow Christ. No matter how long we 
spend looking at the other colors, the gold always draws us back, just as God 
does.   
The triangles all point towards one another, not only to form the shape of the 
cross, but because the relationship we have with God and the relationship we 
have with one another are intertwined.  Our relationship with our neighbors 
illuminates our relationship with God; after all, we cannot claim to love God and 
not our neighbor. The entire design illustrates the continuous movement of the 
Spirit working through our lives for God’s glory.”



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Dan Carter, Jr.: Dan Blake Carter, Jr. was born June 26th, 1961.  
Soon thereafter his family returned to NC where he has lived since.  
His father was of the Quaker faith and his mother was a Presbyterian.  
Struggles with addiction lead him to Caring Services, and after being a 
client there, he is now an employee. Through relationships that have 
developed between Caring Services agency and Forest Hills, Dan says 
he now knows this is where God has a place for him.   He is thankful 
for all the love and support with which he has been welcomed. (Among 
other talents Dan is a great cook and offers himself to help us with our 
feeding ministries.) 

Susan, David, Jack and Cameron Grubbs: The Grubbs 
family is transferring from Jamestown Presbyterian after 
having recently moved to Davidson County. Susan is a 
public school teacher and David is a graphic designer.  
Jack plays saxophone and tennis and Cameron plays 
trumpet and likes to ride horses.   

Barbara Gumbas: Barb moved to North Carolina last 
summer with her husband, Steve, and their children, 
Nikolaus (17) and Stephanie (13).   They were lifelong 
residents of New Jersey and moved when Steve’s job 
relocated. Their home is now in Trinity. Barb would 
like to thank the congregation at Forest Hills for 
making them feel so welcome.  (Barb has joined the 
singing choir and and bell choir!) 

Phyllis Wagner: Phyllis is a graduate of UNC-G (1967) with a BA in history. 
She worked in human resources for Bank of America for 18 years and 
retired in 2015.  She has served as a Sunday School teacher, Youth Group 
leader, and Deacon. She said she loves reading, traveling, the beach and 
spending time with her daughters and their families.   

Theria Wagner: Theria is 90 years old and moved to High Point to live closer 
to her daughter, Phyllis. She is now retired but previously worked at an 
insurance company. 



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Kari Wetzel: My husband Frank and I will have been 
married for 25 years this Dec. 5th. We have two children, 
Cory (26), who is married and lives in Thomasville and 
Kelsey (20) who still lives at home.  I was born in NC and 
raised in High point. Moved and spent 9 years in 
Pennsylvania where I met and married my husband.  We 
moved back to NC the day after we were married and I 
have remained here for the last 25 years. I have a 
bachelor’s degree in psychology from NCA&T University. 
Frank has his Commercial and Residential Contractors 
licenses in HVAC. 

I was raised in a non-denominational church that had a 
new church plant in High Point in 1922 called First 
Church of God out of Anderson, Indiana.  My grandparents 
and great Aunts & Uncles built the church along with 
other members. 

I left the church 10 years ago due to differing opinions, yet 
I still keep in touch with many friends there. I was the 
assistant director at the church’s daycare and the 
assistant youth pastor for 2 years.  I served on the 
women’s council for 7 years before I left the church. 

I am excited to be coming to Forest Hills Presbyterian and 
have never felt as welcome in any of the others churches 
that I have visited over the years as I have felt welcomed 
here.

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT…

Several members of our youth recently 
traveled to Montreat for the 2017 Youth 
Conference. Upon their return, these young 
people shared what peace means to them on 
Montreat Sunday. 



OCAW - We’ve collected 7572 food items as of the publication 
of this View! 

Dessert  Reception - On August 5 we will hold a dessert 
reception in the  Fellowship Hall to greet the new co-pastor 
candidate. Join us at 6:30 p.m. to show your support and hear 
the candidate share their background, theology and journey of 
faith.  
Fellowship Planning Meeting - A planning meeting for the fall 
season and beyond will be held on Wednesday, August 9 at 7 
p.m. at Linda and David Green’s house. Dessert will be served, 
but please eat dinner before you arrive! 
Care Bags - On August 13 we will be making care bags for the 
teachers of Northwood School. We are currently collecting 
school supplies such as pencils, glue sticks and paper and 
would appreciate any donations toward the cause. If you have 
any questions, please contact the church office or Carolyn 
Troutman. 
Church Cleanup Day - Mark your calendars for Saturday, 
August 12 at 9 a.m. when we will gather at the church for a 
cleanup day. We are inviting as many folks as possible to 
participate - FHPC, Mizo and any others willing to volunteer - 
as we clean out and organize the rooms on the first floor of the 
church from the double doors to the Community Hall. All 
volunteers are welcome! 
CROP Walk - CROP Walk for Hunger is here again and Forest 
Hills is looking for team members! Our goal is to raise $1,500 
this year to help end hunger one step at a time. The date for 
the walk is Sunday, September 24. To donate, visit https://
www.crophungerwalk.org/highpointnc/Team/View/44498/
Forest-Hills-Presbyterian-Church. 

NOTICE OF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

The Session has called a congregational meeting on August 6, 
following worship, for the purpose of voting on the candidate 
for Co-Pastor and to change the Terms-Of-Call of the pastor 
(Joe) to “Co-Pastor”. Please continue to pray for the Holy 
Spirit’s leading in this calling process. - Your DCPNC (Erica 
Davis, David Drewry, Candace Gatewood, Colleen Hubble and 
Cindy Thomas)

reminders
Christian Formation Opportunities 

Brown Bag Book Club: The Brown 
Bag Book Club will next meet on 
August 15 to discuss The Whole 
Town is Talking by Fannie Flagg. 
September's book is The Other 
E inste in by Mar ie Benedict 
(September 19th meeting) and in 
October we will read America's 
First Daughter by Stephanie Dray 
(October 17th) Bring your lunch and 
join us to discuss the month's book 
in a relaxed, informal setting. 
Contact Krissa Schaaf for questions. 

M e n ’s D - Te a m : T h e M e n ’s 
Discipleship Team regularly meets 
on Saturday mornings at 7:30 a.m. 
Join us as we take a journey with 
the Apostle Paul. All men are 
welcome! 

Summer Formation 

Summer is a time that we invite 
everyone together… where kids, 
youth, and adults practice reading 
the Bible, talking about our faith, 
praying, singing, and serving 
together. It is not nearly as content-
filled as our fall through spring 
curriculum, but it is spirit-filled! Join 
us on the first Sunday of each 
month for a hymn sing followed by 
various church rejuvenation projects 
during the remaining weeks. A light 
breakfast will be provided by folks 
in the class. Formation starts at 10 
a.m. every Sunday in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/highpointnc/Team/View/44498/Forest-Hills-Presbyterian-Church
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/highpointnc/Team/View/44498/Forest-Hills-Presbyterian-Church


To Guide Our Prayers 
For those who are homebound or in nursing care:        

• Bobbye Jones  

For Our Community 
• Those who are homeless and hungry, bound by addiction or abuse - particularly those involved in 

ministries we support: Leslie’s House, Caring Services, Open Door Ministries, West End Ministries, 
Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, Presbyterian Counseling Center, among many 
others.   

• Those in need of a job or having financial struggles. 
• Caregivers and those who require care. 

For God’s Church called to service through FHPC 
• Our children, youth, college and seminary students. 
• For those God has called to this congregation and those God is calling. 
• Our congregation - that we are actively listening for Christ’s call and responding in trust. 
• Our Pastor, elders, staff and others who nurture our congregation, equipping them for discipleship. 

For Our Country and God’s World 
• Our servicemen and women around the globe where people long for peace, food and safety. 
• The missionaries we support: Amanda Craft in Guatemala (blog http://

amandacraft.wordpress.com/) and Mark Adams and Miriam Maldonado Escobar in Mexico. 
• Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness even in the face of danger. 
• For our President and government, that God will be active in their decision-making.
At Forest Hills, we firmly believe in the power of prayer.  We support that belief with a phone/email prayer 
chain.  If you would like to be a part of the prayer chain, contact Carole Richie at 307-0556. If you are active on 
Facebook and would like to be part of the FB prayer chain, search it and make a request to join. 
Every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. members of our congregation come together for group prayer. Everyone is 
welcome! 
To include or remove your prayer request or joyful noise, call the office at 883-4239 or email 
foresthills@northstate.net. Prayer requests may also be submitted on our website, www.ForestHillsPres.com.   
If you would like to request a prayer quilt for someone, please contact Carole Richie at 307-0556.

✦ Ann Johnson 
✦ Marge Meurs 
✦ Rev. Barney Hawkins, brother-in-law of Brenda 

Drewry 
✦ Mary Garber, mother of Ken Garber 
✦ Snyder Family, friends of the Drewrys 
✦ Mike Kuck, brother-in-law of Sheila McKenna 
✦ Hazel DuRant, aunt of Cindy Salter 
✦ Mike Shillinglaw, friend of Bruce Thomas 
✦ Randy Scoggins, friend of McKenna family 
✦ Mike Waltman, cousin of Krissa Schaaf 
✦ Donna Askins, sister of Brenda Drewry 
✦ David Dowdy, brother-in-law of Don Boone 
✦ Wayne Caddick, family friend of the Simmons & 

McGees 
✦ Mac & Kathy Fairly, brother & sister-in-law of 

Cindy Salter 
✦ Gretchen Braswell 
✦ Charlene Berube and Pat McKenzie 
✦ Cathy Butte  
✦ Harriett Ray 
✦ Monie & Rod Plueger 
✦ Mission Co-workers Amanda Craft & Omar Chan 

Giron 
✦ Mission Co-workers Mark Adams & Miriam 

Escobar 
✦ Bo & Marion Stephenson 
✦ Dan Winzeler 
✦ Bob Smith 
✦ Bucky Draughan, brother-in-law of Rudy Frazier 

✦ Mike Lambros 
✦ Lisa Draughn, daughter -in-law of Claude 

Draughn 
✦ Edith Drucks, mother-in-law of Lee and Carole 

Richie’s daughter, Minda 
✦ Teresa Mackey, friend of Linda Greene and Sandy 

Tew 
✦ Groome Fulton  
✦ Marty Long, cousin of Betsy Garber  
✦ Maggie Hager, sister of Marion Stephenson 
✦ Dan Carter 
✦ Jennifer Vandemeer 
✦ Shawn Link, friend of Lisa McClamrock 
✦ Judy Ingram, friend of Cathy Butte 
✦ Norma Stewart, friend of Cathy Butte and Liz 

Vernon 
✦ Joshua Gilbert, son of Jim and Linda Mason’s 

nephew 
✦ Jennifer Cox, stepsister of Jessica McClamrock  
✦ Minda Drucks, daughter of Lee and Carole Richie 
✦ Dawn Law, relative of David and Linda Sasser 
✦ Bettie Massey 
✦ Dick Johnson 
✦ Phyllis Wagner 
✦ Jeff Olingey, son-in-law of Dan Winzeler 
✦ Katie Shuler, friend of Gay Wyche 
✦ Clayton Mays 
✦ Frank Wetzel, husband of Kari Wentzel



 

August 6 
Acolyte: Carole Richie 
Nursery Volunteers: Sydney Cotton  
Elders on Call: Lee Richie 
Hospitality Elder: Landie Hill  
Ushers: Lynn & Karen Roach, Tom & 
Krissa Schaaf 
Children’s Message:  
Flowers: Tom & Krissa Schaaf 
Communion: Lynn Roach, Krissa Schaaf, 
Tom Schaaf, Sheila Lefler, Sandy Tew, 
Linda Greene 

August 13 
Acolyte: 
Nursery Volunteers: Sydney Cotton 
Elders on Call: Lee Richie 
Hospitality Elder: Landie Hill  
Ushers: Lynn & Karen Roach, Tom & Krissa 
Schaaf 
Children’s Message: Gay Wyche 
Flowers: Dave & Linda Greene 

August 20 
Acolyte: Ryan Garber 
Nursery Volunteer: Cathy Tate 
Elders on Call: Lee Richie 
Ushers: Lynn & Karen Roach, Tom & Krissa 
Schaaf 
Hospitality Elder: Landie Hill 
Children’s Message: Erica Davis 
Flowers: Carole & Lee Richie 

August 27 
Acolyte: Tom Schaaf 
Nursery Volunteers: Mary Hill 
Elders on Call: Lee Richie 
Hospitality Elder: 
Ushers: Lynn & Karen Roach, Tom & Krissa Schaaf 
Children’s Message: Brenda Drewry 
Flowers: Susan Allred 

service volunteers

thank you!

http://www.ForestHillsPres.com


Celebrations & Activities! 
If your birthday or anniversary is missing or listed incorrectly please contact the church office to have 
our database updated. 
Happy Birthday! 
Ann Johnson   August 1 
Grayson McClamrock  August 2 
Carl Utley   August 2 
Candace Gatewood  August 9 
Betty Hubble   August 11 
Gordon Stallings  August 11 
Kathryn Aldridge  August 12 
Charlie Christian  August 13 
Steve Ashworth   August 17 
Amanda Fulton   August 18 
Susan Allred   August 22 
JoAnne Urwick   August 22 
Richard Tate   August 23 
Carolyn Troutman  August 24 
Dale McKenna   August 29 
Monie Plueger   August 30 
Tee Childress   August 31

Happy Anniversary! 

Ron & Michele Krull  August 5 
David & Susan Grubbs  August 10 
Don & Lavon Boone  August 22 
Bill & Sissie Burgess  August 29

Every Week Activities 
Sundays @ 9:45 a.m. - Intergenerational Christian Formation 
Activities 
Sundays @ 11:00 a.m. - Worship 
Tuesdays @ 7:00 p.m. - Prayer Group 
Wednesdays @ 7:00 a.m.  - Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Per capita exists as a way for all Presbyterians to share costs that belong to the whole church and allows 
us to work with other churches to further the mission of Jesus Christ around the world. This year’s per 
capita has been set at $35.64 per confirmed member of this church body. If you have any questions 
pertaining to the concept of per capita, contact one of the elders or go to pcusa.org/percapita.

2017 Per Capita

From the Mailbox…

Dear Forest Hills Congregation, 

Thank you for the lovely flowers, your visits, thoughts and prayers before, during and after my 
illness. I greatly appreciate your well-wishes. I am slowly recovering. Please keep me in your 
prayers.  

I miss all of you. 

Love, Bettie Massey 

Dear Forest Hills, 
Words cannot express how much it meant to me to receive the prayer pillow from the 
Prayers and Squares ministry. The heartfelt expression of support from Forest Hills will 
always be remembered with gratitude.  
Sincerely, Marti Webb



View Publication & Church Information 
We welcome your input to this newsletter! If you, your gathering or group have information or pictures you’d like 
published, simply email or call the church office prior to the deadlines posted on the church calendar. 
We encourage you to keep informed of the activities and events of Forest Hills by going to our online calendar at 
www.ForestHillsPres.com.  We are also on Facebook. 
You are welcome to stop by during the week, Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. If you are interested in more 
information about anything you read in this newsletter or about our church in general, please do not hesitate to 
contact us at 883-4239 or ForestHills@northstate.net. 

Contact Us 
Forest Hills Presbyterian Church 
836 West Lexington Avenue 
High Point, NC 27262 
Phone 336-883-4239   
foresthills@northstate.net  
Like us on Facebook!

In Appreciation 

Throughout the year Forest Hills receives many donations in honorarium and in memory of loved ones.  

    Memorial Fund                              Courtyard Fund    
Dan Winzeler (In memory of Betty Smith)  Groome & Ann Fulton (In memory of Betty Smith) 
Bobby & Ann Johnson (In memory of Betty Smith) 

          Helping Hands Fund       Music Fund 
         John & Gloria Causey          Robert & Anna Draughn (In memory of Rudy Frazier) 

  Youth Mission and Retreat Fund               Pennies for Hunger 
           John & Gloria Causey                      Gay Wyche  
 (In memory of Cora’s 100th birthday)                                          (In memory of Rudy Frazier, Betty Smith,   
           Randy & Pat Simmons                                          Dorothy Sansing and Marvin Jones) 
                   John & Gloria Causey 
                   Betsy and Ken Garber 
  
Giving Funds        
Listed below are the available ways for memorial or honorarium giving at any time during the year.  If you feel led to 
give towards any of these funds please send your contribution along with a note advising of the designation and any 
dedication, honorarium or memorial.   
Counseling Assistance Courtyard Garden  Education     General Operations  
Helping Hands  Memorials  Mission Scholarship      Music Nursery Renovation 
Pennies for Hunger Youth Mission & Retreat 

Online Giving Is Available  
It’s so simple! Go to our website, www.ForestHillsPres.com, scroll down to the “Give Now” button & click!  You’ll be 
directed to the donation form for Forest Hills.  From this form, select a fund to which to give, fill in your payment 
information, and submit. You will receive an email acknowledgement of your donation from the Presbyterian Mission 
Exchange. This service is free to you. The church pays a nominal fee for the service which goes towards the 
denomination - so it’s win-win! If you have any questions direct the to the Financial Management Gathering. 
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