
Forest Hills Presbyterian Church

OUR VISION: To identify and claim our God-given gifts and use them to: Reach the world with Christ’s good 
news; Equip each other as disciples; Respond, “Here I am,” when the Spirit calls.

The  
April View 

BEYOND EASTER 

Dear Friends in Faith, 
Easter is our once-a-year celebration of Jesus' resurrection. Christ is risen! He is risen 

indeed! Hope for the resurrection means hope for the world! Yet Jesus, as the Apostle's Creed 
puts it, "…was crucified dead, and buried." How has the reign of God come if the leader has 
been killed? 

The humbling truth for us is that our resurrection and the resurrection of the whole 
world comes through the cross. The core message of Easter is that new life comes out of 
death. It is a two-part message of death and life that is bound together; the cross and Christ 
mean death and resurrection. 

Out of this foundation we learn that effort and sacrifice go hand in hand with the 
redemption of the world, which is the full flourish of the reign of God. We discover first hand 
about this in our efforts in the world. For example, the volunteer who tutors at Northwood 
school knows each time she goes she will not only be face to face with a student but with 
numerous challenges of circumstances, perhaps learning disabilities, or poor nutrition, or a 
tired student, or an angry student. These and other challenges can not be separated from the 
redemptive goal of improving the learning and life of the student. Persons who volunteer at 
the hospital see the wounded and injured come in and, if they are lucky, see the healed ones 
go home. In whatever place you live and work you experience this tension between what is and 
what redemption can bring. Where you put your trust defines you. 

Into this kind of world Easter and it’s celebration come, but the redemption of Easter 
goes beyond one Sunday. The resurrection of our lives lived daily between the joys and sorrows 
are still in process. Our efforts of working and praying for God's reign are never finished. 
Working and praying for justice, forgiveness, for restitution, for health, for education -  for all 
the things that populate the realm of God is our daily task as Christians, not just tasks for some 
people or for some special occasions. 

By God's providence, friends, it is ours to live in this time and in this place. By God's 
grace, it is also ours to live in a time of prayer and discipleship, and to do so with the sure and 
certain hope of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the promise that our Lord is with us 
"always, even to the end of the age." (Matthew 28:20) 

Have courage. Keep the faith. And pray. 
 Rev. Joe Blankinship 



OCAW - We’ve collected 6824 food items as of the publication of 
this View! 
DCPNC - The Designated Co-Pastor Nominating Committee is 
checking references and preparing to set up some initial 
interviews for our top three candidates.  We welcome your prayers 
as we move forward. 
Brown Bag Book Club -  The Brown Bag Book Club will next 
meet on  April 18th and discuss the book A Man Called Ove by 
Fredrik Backman. The book for May is Loving Frank by Nancy 
Horan (meeting date is May 16th). In June we will read The 
Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd (Meeting date June 19th). 
Bring your lunch and join us to discuss the month’s book in a 
relaxed, informal setting. Contact Krissa Schaaf for questions. 
Easter Lilies - It's that time of year again! If you would like to 
purchase an Easter Lily in honor or memory of a loved one, please 
fill out the form in this week's bulletin. Lilies are $20 and all checks 
should be made out to Forest Hills Presbyterian Church.  
Good Friday Service - New to Forest Hills this year, we will be 
holding a “7 Last Words” service on Good Friday. Please note that 
this service will be in lieu of a Maundy Thursday service this year. 
Mark your calendars for Friday, April 14 at 6:30 p.m. and make 
plans to join us!  

Easter Breakfast - The Christian Formation Gathering invites you 
to share a light breakfast and celebrate the great story of Easter 
on Easter Sunday, April 16th, at 9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  
Breakfast will be provided. Bring a friend for the celebration! 

Bright Sunday -  On April 23 we will once again resurrect the old 
Easter custom begun by the Greeks in the early centuries of 
Christianity by celebrating BRIGHT SUNDAY, also known as Holy 
Humor Sunday, as we continue to celebrate the good news and 
the understanding that the Resurrection of Jesus is the ultimate 
joke on death, Satan and the forces of evil. It is a testament to 
God who, as the Psalmist says, “sits in the heavens and laughs” at 
the foolishness of humanity and any forces that might seek to 
thwart divine purposes. (Psalm 2:4) Come to worship in your 
BRIGHTEST and most COLORFUL clothes. Wear your party hats 
and be ready to celebrate with joy, happiness and humor as we 
make a joyful noise to the Lord! 

Operation Inasmuch - We’re putting together our team for the 
next Operation Inasmuch project. The team will help make repairs 
on a house and do some yard work, helping a homeowner who 
would otherwise be unable to do these home improvements. If 
you want to be part of the team, sign up in the Commons or see a 
team captain (Angela and Erica Davis). The project day is May 6. 

reminders Adult Christian Formation 
Opportunities 

DreamThinkBeDo: Take a 
j o u r n e y t h r o u g h w a y s 
C h r i s t i a n i t y h a s b e e n 
expressed and explore “what 
is next.” Meet in the library/
Session room. Led by Nancy 
Berry and Erica Davis. 
“Discipleship: The Journey of 
Formation” will continue 
through the exploration of the 
previous week’s sermon and 
how it intersects with real life 
and the practice of faith. 
Room 6.  
Hot Topics: Monthly on the 
second Sunday all adult 
classes will meet in the 
fellowship hall and learn about 
a current event/hot topic/
topic of interest. 
Youth: Youth will meet for 
active service learning twice a 
month and for Bible study 
twice a month.  
Elementary children (K-5): 
Kids will explore the Bible 
stories and practices of our 
faith while they are building 
discipleship skills like studying 
the Bible, learning to pray and 
se rve , and deve lop ing 
Christian relationships. 
Preschool Children: Our 
youngest explore Bible stories 
with loving caregivers and fun 
activities. Miss Gay and Miss 
Gina are the i r pr imary 
teachers.



More than Just a Hammer and Some Nails

When Forest Hills sends a team of volunteers to participate in our third Operation Inasmuch 
project, we’ll do more than basic home repairs.  We’ll connect with our community and show how a 
little work can go a long way.   

On May 6, High Point’s Operation Inasmuch will have its third project day in the area, sending 
teams of volunteers into a selected neighborhood to assist homeowners with making repairs and 
improvements to their property. Forest Hills will send a team, as will Caring Services, and those 
who have participated previously can tell you that it’s a wonderful experience.   

Some members of the team have carpentry, plumbing and electrical skills, while others are the 
“helping hands”: wielding a rake, a paint brush or a trash bag to take care of the aspects of the 
project that only require a willingness to help. And we don’t want to neglect the food team who 
makes sure everyone is well fed.   

But the most important part is the opportunity to meet the residents of the home, fellowship with 
them and spend time being a community that just hadn’t met each other before.   

If you want to be part of the excitement, sign up in the Commons or contact one of the team 
captains (Angela and Erica Davis).   

You can view a video about the program here: https://www.highpointnc.gov/1838/Operation-
Inasmuch 

Pictured above are the combined Forest Hills and Caring Services teams from the Operation 
Inasmuch project last October. 

https://www.highpointnc.gov/1838/Operation-Inasmuch
https://www.highpointnc.gov/1838/Operation-Inasmuch


To Guide Our Prayers 
For those who are homebound or in nursing care:        

• Bobbye & Marvin Jones  
• Dorothy Sansing 
• Harriett Ray 

For Our Community 
• Those who are homeless and hungry, bound by addiction or abuse - particularly those involved in 

ministries we support: Leslie’s House, Caring Services, Open Door Ministries, West End Ministries, 
Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, Presbyterian Counseling Center, among many 
others.   

• Those in need of a job or having financial struggles. 
• Caregivers and those who require care. 

For God’s Church called to service through FHPC 
• Our children, youth, college and seminary students. 
• For those God has called to this congregation and those God is calling. 
• Our congregation - that we are actively listening for Christ’s call and responding in trust. 
• Our Pastor, elders, staff and others who nurture our congregation, equipping them for discipleship. 

For Our Country and God’s World 
• Our servicemen and women around the globe where people long for peace, food and safety. 
• The missionaries we support: Amanda Craft in Guatemala (blog http://

amandacraft.wordpress.com/) and Mark Adams and Miriam Maldonado Escobar in Mexico. 
• Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness even in the face of danger. 
• For our President and government, that God will be active in their decision-making.
At Forest Hills, we firmly believe in the power of prayer.  We support that belief with a phone/email prayer 
chain.  If you would like to be a part of the prayer chain, contact Carole Richie at 307-0556. If you are active on 
Facebook and would like to be part of the FB prayer chain, search it and make a request to join. 
Every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. members of our congregation come together for group prayer. Everyone is 
welcome! 
To include or remove your prayer request or joyful noise, call the office at 883-4239 or email 
foresthills@northstate.net. Prayer requests may also be submitted on our website, www.ForestHillsPres.com.   
If you would like to request a prayer quilt for someone, please contact Carole Richie at 307-0556.

✦ Ann Johnson 
✦ Marge Meurs 
✦ Rev. Barney Hawkins, brother-in-law of 

Brenda Drewry 
✦ Mary Garber, mother of Ken Garber 
✦ Bobbye & Marvin Jones 
✦ Snyder Family, friends of the Drewrys 
✦ Mike Kuck, brother-in-law of Sheila 

McKenna 
✦ Hazel DuRant, aunt of Cindy Salter 
✦ Mike Shillinglaw, friend of Bruce Thomas 
✦ Randy Scoggins, friend of McKenna 

family 
✦ Mike Waltman, cousin of Krissa Schaaf 
✦ Dorothy Sansing 
✦ Donna Askins, sister of Brenda Drewry 
✦ David Dowdy, brother-in-law of Don 

Boone 
✦ Wayne Caddick, family friend of the 

Simmons & McGees 
✦ Mac & Kathy Fairly, brother & sister-in-

law of Cindy Salter 
✦ Gretchen Braswell 
✦ Charlene Berube and Pat McKenzie 
✦ Cathy Butte  
✦ Harriett Ray 
✦ Monie & Rod Plueger 
✦ Mission Co-workers Amanda Craft & 

Omar Chan Giron 
✦ Mission Co-workers Mark Adams & 

Miriam Escobar 

✦ Bo & Marion Stephenson 
✦ Dan Winzeler 
✦ Marilyn Blankinship 
✦ Bob & Betty Smith 
✦ Jamee Matthews, sister of Krissa Schaaf 
✦ Bucky Draughan, brother-in-law of Rudy 

Frazier 
✦ Mike Lambros 
✦ Lisa Draughn, daughter-in-law of Claude 

Draughn 
✦ Edith Drucks, mother-in-law of Lee and 

Carole Richie’s daughter, Minda 
✦ Mary Stuart, aunt of Krissa Schaaf 
✦ Teresa Mackey, friend of Linda Greene 

and Sandy Tew 
✦ Groome Fulton  
✦ Ralph Logan 
✦ Marty Long, cousin of Betsy Garber  
✦ Maggie Hager 
✦ Pam Stallings and family 
✦ Dan Carter 
✦ Jennifer Vandemeer 
✦ Vincent Davis, brother of Erica Davis 
✦ Shaun Link, friend of Lisa McClamrock 
✦ Judy Ingram, friend of Cathy Tate 
✦ Norma Stewart, friend of Cathy Tate and 

Liz Vernon 
✦ Joshua Gilbert, son of Jim and Linda 

Mason’s nephew 



 

April 2 
Acolyte: Isaac Garber 
Nursery Volunteers: Sydney Cotton  
Elders on Call: Candace Gatewood, 
Cindy Salter 
Hospitality Elder: Anne Smith 
Ushers: Gay Wyche, David Elosser, 
Mary & Landie Hill 
Children’s Message: David Drewry 
Flowers: Cindy & Mike Salter 
Communion: Greg Hubble, Linda 
Greene, Lynn Roach, Cindy Salter, 
Betsy Garber, Sandy Tew 

April 9 
Acolyte: Benjamin Davis 
Nursery Volunteers: Lisa McClamrock 
Elders on Call: Candace Gatewood, 
Cindy Salter 
Hospitality Elder: Gordon Stallings 
Ushers: Ron & Kathryn Aldridge, Sheila & 
Dale McKenna 
Children’s Message: Anne Smith 
Flowers: Vivian & Rudy Frazier 

April 16 
Acolyte: Lee Richie  
Nursery Volunteer: Gay Wyche 
Elders on Call: Candace Gatewood, Cindy 
Salter 
Ushers: Charlie & Martha Christian, David & 
Linda Sasser  
Children’s Message: Ken Garber 
Flowers: Easter Lillies 
April 23 
Acolyte: Krissa Schaaf 
Nursery Volunteers: Benjamin Davis 
Elders on Call: Candace Gatewood, Cindy Salter 
Hospitality Elder:  
Ushers: TBD 
Children’s Message: Pam Stallings 
Flowers: Gretchen & John Braswell 

April 30 

Acolyte: Davis Abernethy 
Elders On Call: Candace Gatewood, Cindy 
Salter 

service volunteers

thank you!

http://www.ForestHillsPres.com


Celebrations & Activities! 
If your birthday or anniversary is missing or listed incorrectly please contact the church office to have 
our database updated. 

Happy Birthday! 

Martha Christian  April 1 
Molly Hussey   April 6 
Richard Holland   April 9 
Anniana Delmestri  April 12 
Maura Drewry   April 12 
Laura Fulton   April 13 
Linda Greene   April 15 
Caroline Hill    April 18 
Ken Garber   April 19 
Amy Urwick   April 23 
Stuart Draughn  April 24 
Lavon Boone   April 29

Happy Anniversary! 

David & Linda Sasser  April 3

Every Week Activities 

Sundays @ 9:45 a.m. - Intergenerational Christian 
Formation Activities 
Sundays @ 11:00 a.m. - Worship 
Tuesdays @ 7:00 p.m. - Prayer Group 
Wednesdays @ 7:00 a.m.  - Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
Thursdays @ 5:45 p.m. - Women’s A-Team  

Per capita exists as a way for all Presbyterians to share costs that belong to the whole church and allows 
us to work with other churches to further the mission of Jesus Christ around the world. This year’s per 
capita has been set at $35.64 per confirmed member of this church body. If you have any questions 
pertaining to the concept of per capita, contact one of the elders or go to pcusa.org/percapita.

2017 Per Capita

From the Mailbox…

Dear Forest Hills,

Thank you to everyone who was involved with my Prayers and Squares quilt  and for all  the 
prayers and well-wishes! 

I love the quilt and snuggle in it every day. The fabric and colors and patterns are perfect! 

When I get back home from the hospital, I’ll roll myself back up in that quilt! 

Again,  all  you did to make me feel  more comfortable,  less  afraid and imbued with prayer is 
greatly appreciated!

Love, Jen Vandemeer



In Appreciation 

Throughout the year Forest Hills receives many donations in honorarium and in memory of loved ones. 

View Publication & Church Information 
We welcome your input to this newsletter! If you, your gathering or group have information 
or pictures you’d like published, simply email or call the church office prior to the deadlines 
posted on the church calendar. 
We encourage you to keep informed of the activities and events of Forest Hills by going to 
our online calendar at www.ForestHillsPres.com.  We are also on Facebook. 
You are welcome to stop by during the week, Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. If you 
are interested in more information about anything you read in this newsletter or about our 
church in general, please do not hesitate to contact us at 883-4239 or 
ForestHills@northstate.net. 

Contact Us 
Forest Hills Presbyterian Church 
836 West Lexington Avenue 
High Point, NC 27262 
Phone 336-883-4239   
foresthills@northstate.net  
Like us on Facebook!

Giving Funds 
Listed below are the available ways for memorial or honorarium giving at any time during 
the year.  If you feel led to give towards any of these funds please send your contribution 
along with a note advising of the designation and any dedication, honorarium or memorial.   
Counseling Assistance Courtyard Garden  Education     General Operations  
Helping Hands  Memorials  Mission Scholarship      Music 
Nursery Renovation  Pennies for Hunger Youth Mission & Retreat 

Online Giving Is Available  
It’s so simple! Go to our website, www.ForestHillsPres.com, scroll down to the “Give Now” 
button & click!  You’ll be directed to the donation form for Forest Hills.  From this form, select 
a fund to which to give, fill in your payment information, and submit. You will receive an email 
acknowledgement of your donation from the Presbyterian Mission Exchange. This service is 
free to you. The church pays a nominal fee for the service which goes towards the 

Memorial Fund 
John & Gloria Causey 

(In memory of Leona Harrell) 

Pennies for Hunger 
John & Gloria Causey 
Betsy & Ken Garber 

Gay Wyche 

Music Fund 
Lynn & Karen Roach 

(In memory of Cora Massey and Leona Harrell)
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